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to conpromi se at 207.50¢ This 1sn't a conproni se at

all splitting the difference between ny amendnent of
200 and "he bill's figure as introduced of $215. |
think that ny amendment suggesting an increase of $20
goes nore than half way towards conprom sing Senat or
Witala's position at $35, certainly nore than 50 per-
cent and again | repeat a fair and equitabl e conpronise
Senat or Hoagl and makes reference to the worknen' s

conpensation programin lowa. | amnot at all sure
that we should follow the | ead of Iowa insofar as work-
nen's conpensation is concerned. | know that with

ref exence to unenpl oyment benefits the State of lowa's
unenpl oyment benefit fund has now gone broke, al ong

with 27 other states. It seens absolutely irresponsible.
My anendnent does go nore than half way. | see no xeason
to get into an auction on this floor. 1 would urge you
to defeat the Hoagl and amendnent to ny anendment with
the adronition, of course, that 1t will take only a
sinple ma)ority to pass Senator Hoagl and's amendment to
my amendnment. Thank you.

SENATOR LANDI S: Thank you, Senatox Barrett. Senator
Hoagl and to cl ose on your anendnent to the amendnent.

SENATOR HOAGLAND: M. President and col | eagues, to |l end
some perspective as to what these figures actually nean,
let me multiply themout for you. Now if we have a

wor ker who was totally dlsabled for the rest of hls life
on the Job, and this could be a worker that nakes fifteen,
twenty, twenty-five thousand dollars, a carpenter, a
skilled craftsman of some sort or other, under Senator
Barrett's amendnent all he 1s going to get is $10, 000

a year fox the rest of his Ilife, Now one essenti al
feature of the workmen's conpensation |aw to keep in
mnd 1s that 1f in 1983 Steve W1tal a becones total ly

di sabl ed havi ng nmade $25,000 a year as an el ectrician,
and he is awarded that $10°000 a year for the rest of his
life, say he gets electrocuted or sonething and suffers
sone nental damage, that $10,000 figure will never in-
crease and it can never increase as a matter of contract
because Senator Witala is receiving his $10,000 a year
fromthe insurance conpany that has witten a policy with
Senator Witala's enployer and that is a contract paying
hi m t hose benefits ich this Legislature has no power

to affect ever in the future. So Senator Witala has a
life expectancy with his brain damage of 40 years, let' s
say, he will never get any nore than $10,000 a year for
the rest of his |ife because of contract |aw and con-
stitutional law and so forth. Now is that fair'? Is that
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